
 

 

 

                                                                                                       Date:  October 23, 2019 
 
 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council  
 
From: Patrick A. Duhaney, City Manager 
 
Subject: Clifton University Heights (CUF) Residential Parking Concerns 

 
Reference Document #201901163 

 
The Council at its session on June 26, 2019 referred the following item for review and report. 

 

MOTION, submitted by Councilmember Landsman, WE MOVE that the 
Administration work with key stakeholders to determine the feasibility of a 
residential parking program in the Clifton University Heights (or CUF) area. UC 
students can buy parking passes to be used in specific areas, such as UC garages, 
but many do not and park in residential areas. This has created a parking shortage 
for residents. Cars that are not moved when the City performs street cleaning 
services also causes issues, including the pushing of litter into our storm water 
infrastructure. That latter costs the City money as we are hiring more people to 
take the litter out of our storm water. A residential parking program in CUF could 
be beneficial on both fronts. We are asking for a report within 60 days. 

 
This report is to provide City Council information regarding the on-street parking concerns in the Clifton 
Heights, University Heights, Fairview (CUF) neighborhood around the University of Cincinnati (UC). 
 
History of the City’s RPP Program 
The City of Cincinnati's Residential Permit Parking (RPP) Program was originally established by ordinance 
in 1981. It was developed to improve the availability of on-street parking spaces for residents in a select 
area (or areas) within a neighborhood. The Department of Transportation and Engineering’s (DOTE) 
steps for establishing an RPP program are outlined below: 

 
1. A recognized community group submits to DOTE a written request for the establishment of an RPP 

area. The request includes suggested borders for the proposed RPP area and the desired hours 
and days of enforcement.  

2. The neighborhood group then circulates a petition with the proposed RPP information. This is done 
to ensure community-wide support for the RPP. Only one signature is allowed per household. 
Please note that a group of individuals sharing accommodations in a single dwelling is considered 
one household. 

3. The neighborhood group submits the signed petition to DOTE for review.  
4. In order to establish an RPP area, DOTE requires at least 60% of the households within the 

borders of the RPP area be in favor of the proposal. 
5. DOTE validates the petition. 
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6. DOTE conducts two parking studies to determine if a minimum of 75% of the legal parking spaces 
are occupied. 

7. The final step for implementation is the formal passage of an ordinance by City Council.  
 

CUF Residential Parking Program Considerations  
The feasibility of a residential parking program in CUF is a complex issue given the uniqueness of the 
neighborhood and its location near UC. There are several important considerations specific to CUF that 
need to be evaluated for the successful implementation of this type of program in the area.  
 
Due to the high number of rental properties in the neighborhood, it may be difficult to obtain the 
required signatures to meet the 60% “in favor for the RPP program” on the petition.   
 
As previously mentioned, rental dwellings with several occupants are considered a single household 
regardless of how many individuals live there. By design, each household is only permitted to purchase 
two annual residential permits and one annual visitor permit (valid for two weeks from the date of 
purchase).  
 
In terms of collecting the number of petitions, it is important to note that each unit in an apartment 
building is considered a separate household. And while the number of annual visitor permits per 
household is capped per year, there is no cap on the overall number of temporary visitor passes that 
can be distributed within the neighborhood. Given the volume of apartments in the neighborhood, the 
sheer number of visitors passes that may be issued in the neighborhood could have a negative effect on 
the intended purpose of the RPP area. 
 
Community-Led Efforts to Improve On-Street Parking in CUF 
The CUF Neighborhood Association (CNA) is currently completing a comprehensive parking study with 
Walker Consultants. The goal of the study is to identify strategies to help address parking congestion in 
the neighborhood, particularly areas surrounding UC. CNA has asked DOTE and the City Administration 
to participate in this study. At this time, this is the only request CNA has made to the City Administration 
related to parking issues. Once the study is complete, the CUF Neighborhood Association plans to share 
recommendations in the study with City Council and City Administration. 
 
It is important to note that a “student parking overlay” district concept was described in a 2016 draft 
study called the University Impact Area Solutions Study; however, the district was not implemented and 
there are no current plans or any ongoing work to move forward with it. 
 
DOTE continues to work with Jack Martin, the Vice President of the CUF Neighborhood Association, and 
the Department of City Planning on this issue as well as the development of a more robust outreach and 
engagement strategy on student/residential parking in CUF. 
 
Street Sweeping 
Historically street sweeping in this neighborhood has been largely ineffective due to the volume of cars 
utilizing on-street parking. Even with properly posted temporary “no-parking” signs, adherence to the 
street sweeping policy in this area has been limited and enforcement has not been easy. To address 
these issues, the Department of Public Services (DPS) worked with the CUF Neighborhood Association 
on a pilot program to improve both communications and enforcement related to street sweeping. 
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The “sweeping and enforcement” pilot will take place in two separate areas of the neighborhood – 
Riddle Road (from West Martin Luther King Jr. Drive to West McMicken Avenue) and Fairview Avenue 
(from Herman Street to Fairview Place). This pilot will include the installation of permanent “No Parking 
– Street Cleaning” signage as well as enhanced enforcement. DPS is actively working with the City’s 
Division of Parking Enforcement on a robust plan to improve adherence to the street sweeping policy. 
 
The CUF Neighborhood Association supports the pilot program. 
 
Recommendation  
Based on the information outlined above, the City Administration does not recommend implementing the 
RPP process in CUF at this time. This is due to the previously stated neighborhood challenges and the 
community-driven efforts already underway to address existing parking concerns. The Administration 
will continue to work with the community on possible solutions to on-street parking challenges in the 
neighborhood. 
 
cc: John S. Brazina, Director, Transportation and Engineering 
  


